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When Special (Third-Party) Inspections are required: 
Special Inspections by qualified Third-Party Inspectors/Inspection Agencies will be required on Commercial Building Projects per Section 1704 &1705 of the IBC, along with certain multi-family dwellings units designed under the IRC.

Special (Third-Party) inspections include the following:
· Steel construction
· Concrete construction
· Masonry construction
· Wood construction
· Soils / Site Conditions
· Driven deep foundations
· Cast-in-place deep foundations
· Helical pile / pier foundations
· Fabricated items
· Special inspections for wind resistance
· Special inspections for seismic resistance
· Testing for seismic resistance 
· Sprayed fire-resistant materials
· Mastic and intumescent fire-resistant coatings
· Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS)
· Fire-resistant penetrations and joints
· Testing for smoke control
· Special Energy Inspections

In addition, the building official is authorized to make or require other inspections of any construction work to ascertain compliance with the provisions of the Building Code and/or compliance with additional manufacturer’s installation instructions referenced by the Building Code.

Documentation of Special (Third-Party) Inspections
Where special inspections or tests are required by Section 1705 or by the Building Official, the registered design professional in responsible charge shall prepare a statement of special inspections in accordance with Section 1704.3.1 of the IBC for submission by the applicant in accordance with Section 1704.2.3 of the IBC. (See attached ‘Statement of Special Inspection Form)

Records of each inspection must be submitted to the Building Official so as to compile a complete legal record of the project. These records must include all inspections made, any violations noted and discrepancies. Before a certificate of occupancy is issued, a Final Report must be submitted indicating that all special inspections have been made and all discrepancies have been addressed in order to show compliance with the applicable code requirements. It is the responsibility of the special inspector to document and submit inspection records to the Building Official and the registered design professional in reasonable charge of the project. (See attached Final Report of Special Inspections)

Note that Third-Party Inspectors are charged with performance of required inspections not observations (as defined in the IBC) for the project’s scope of work. Any inspection report with the term “observe” in-lieu of “inspection” for required inspection(s) will be rejected and required to be revised for Arvada Building Division acceptance.

Qualifications of Special (Third-Party) Inspectors
Special inspection agencies and respective project assigned inspectors shall possess the competence and relevant experience or training to perform the project scope required 3rd party/special inspections and tests during construction. An approved agency shall be objective, competent and independent from the contractor responsible for the work being inspected. The agency shall disclose to the Building Official and the registered design professional in responsible charge possible conflicts of interest so that objectivity can be confirmed.


Prior to the start of the construction, the approved agencies shall provide written documentation to the Building Official demonstrating the competence and relevant experience or training of the special inspectors who will perform the special inspections and tests during construction

As per IBC 1704.2.1 “the registered design professional in responsible charge and engineers of record involved in the design of the project are permitted to act as the approved agency and their personnel are permitted to act as special inspectors for the work designed by them, provided they qualify as special inspectors.”

In addition, the Building Official is authorized to request special (third-party) inspector resumes and/or certifications to confirm inspector qualifications and active status for designated special inspections.
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